43.    SPEECH AT TRADERS' MEETING, CHITTAGONG

May 13, 1925

My relations with merchants have always been close. I am
sure in my mind that it is through merchants that we lost India
and it is through them that we shall win it back* India's freedom
cannot be secured through the educated classes. We do not know
of any instance in the world of a country's freedom having been
defended by its educated classes. Those who save a country are the
traders and the soldiers. It was not through defeat in battle that
India lost its freedom, it was through trade. I tell you, therefore,
that when I get the fullest co-operation of merchants in my work,
the country will have its freedom for the asking and I urge you to
make your full contribution to the public cause of spreading the
use of khadi. You should spin for half an hour daily by way of
yajna and wear pure khadi. One or two of my millionaire friends
spin and wear khadi. Why should you not do likewise? You can
also help with both money and intelligence. If you want you can
do more work than I do. I appeal to you to contribute to this
cause with your body, mind and wealth.

[From Gujarati]
Mavajwan, 25-5-1925

44.   KHADDAR IN KARNATAK

I gladly publish the following1 from Sjt. H. S. Kaujalgi about
an experiment that is being made in the district of Bijapur for
cheapening khaddar:

This idea of collecting cotton has certainly caught on.
Mr. Bharucha reported the other day good collections in East
Khandesh in which the Marwaris and the Parsis joined the local
people in giving their quota. I would appreciate reports from
the other places where similar experiments are being made.

Young India, 14-5-1925

1 Not reproduced here. The correspondent had written that he along
with a few others had collected cotton by begging from door to door. It
was woven into cloth and made available to the people at a comparatively
low price.